The great law-giver, Manu, had said women deserved
to be treated with respect and honour if God were to be plea-
sed, In Mahabharata, Vidura explained to Dhritarashtra all
about Dharma and pleaded with the doting blind father that
the Pandavas should be given their share of the kingdom.

108, None can conquer destiny

Destiny is all powerful and even the tallest among
men have to submit to it. None can prove a match and play
tricks with it. There is a familiar saying in Tamil which is
sought to convey the idea that fate can be conquered by in-
telligence. It is a superficial interpretation to tickle man's
ego. The real import is that those who have attained spiri-
tual enlightenment remain unaffected when overtaken by
adversity. Even in their case, destiny does work.

When evil days are round the corner, even the most
virtuous commit unrighteous acts. They are egged on to do
so inspite of themselves. Otherwise how can one explain
Yudhishtira's ready acceptance for game of dice and his
istaking everything and losing not only his kingdom but his
dear brothers and wife. No doubt he is described as one
with weakness for that game and the wily Shakuni, Duryo-
dhana's evil genius, inveigled him into it. It was strange that
Yudhishtira who was over cautious to be on amicable terms
with everyone particularly his cousins following Sage Vyasa's
warning of large-scale destruction of the Kshatriya race,
took this step which culminated in the savage Kurukshetra
war.                         ,

Duryodhana was burning with zealousy on seeing the
wealth and glory of the Pandava princes when he witnessed
the Raja Suya Yajnam (Sacrifice) performed by Yudhishtira.
Jealousy is one of the worst traits leading to man's downfall
as it breeds hatred and anger. One possessed by these base
passions, would stoop to commit any heinous act. Duryo-
dhana persisted in his evil designs despite advice & warnings